2024-2025 BSP#20 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEFEFSERAYEE H Questions for Studying and Understanding (15 minutes)
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“Indeed, I am coming soon.” (Revelation 22:20) Not only the Book of
Revelation, but also many other Bible prophecies say that the Last Day is coming
soon. Examples: Zeph 1:14, Romans 16:20, 1 Peter 4:7. How should we
understand the urgency of these biblical prophecies? Are the prophecies
exaggerated or inaccurate? (Hint: 2 Pt. 3:8-9)
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Read carefully 22:14-15. Inside and outside the holy city are the righteous and
wicked people respectively. Although the wicked are outside the holy city, can we
understand from this description that they also live in the new heaven and new
earth?

a. The holy city 1s the new heaven and the new earth, but it has the inside
and the outside. Therefore, the wicked who live outside are also living in
the new heaven and new earth.

b. This contradiction proves that the Book of Revelation is nonsense and
cannot be trusted.

c. The holy city, New Jerusalem, mentioned in the Book of Revelation
represents the entire new heaven and new earth. Therefore, the place
where the wicked people are 1s not the new heaven and new earth.

d. According to 21:8, the place where the wicked are 1s "in the pit burning
with fire and brimstone."

e. The new heaven and the new earth 1s a place of perfect goodness. It 1s also
where God lives with humans. It cannot accommodate evil people.



(B) A FEAIFEFIAYREH - Reflection and application question (10 minutes)
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Would a caterpillar inside a cocoon be able to comprehend or even imagine what life will be
like when it turns into a butterfly? The difference between our life here on earth and our future
life in the kingdom of God is very similar. Life in the kingdom of God is so far beyond
anything we have ever experienced here on earth that we can only acquire the barest notion
through images, symbols, and analogies.

Thus Jesus speaks of a wedding feast, a banquet (Mt. 8:11, 22:2). Rev 22 gives us more
images: “the throne of God and of the Lamb”, servants in worship, name on their forecheads,
God’s light instead of light from lamp or sun (22:3-5). Also, as our study of Revelation
concludes, we realize that at the successful completion of God’s saving plan for man, the
garden of Eden that begins the Bible turns into a new Eden — a new heaven and new earth
(Rev 21). Revelation is full of many other mysterious images which might have caused you
bewilderments - even irritations — in the process of our study. Now that you understand the
reason for God’s pedagogy, do they still bother you? Would you agree that this is perhaps the
best way for John to communicate these mysteries to us? Name 1 image in Revelation that
you like the most and explain why.



